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Panoramic view of the General Conference scene. Main sessions were held in
auditorium at right of picture. In right foreground children are lining up
for Children's Meeting.

This issue contains the report of the General Conference of 1958, which convened
on the campus of Niagara Christian College, Ft. Erie, Ontario, June 11-16. By picture and
prose, something of the atmosphere of an unusual General Conference is herewith
forth throughout the brotherhood.
Items as acted upon by the General Conference,
tally affecting our general church life, are pointed up in the report.
Bishop Charlie B. Byers, 1958-59 Moderator, presents a leadership
ing year as reflected in the actions of this General Conference. Robert K. Woman i
as a layman, gives his impressions of the atmosphere, spirit and outlook of this highpoint
in our church life of the year, 1958.
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in the evening and the unusually wellplanned program of Sunday night,
left General Conference attendants
with a feeling of having shared in
worship, inspiration and challenge
throughout the day.
' This memo would be incomplete
without a special word concerning
the Regional Bible Quiz Teams that
created a zenith point of interest.
When all the quizzing was done, the
Air Hill Team of the Allegheny Conference was the champion with Upland, California coming in a close
second. (See Page 1U) Congratulations to the six teams and the many
other
fine
participating
youth
throughout the Church. A word of
thanks to the coaches who worked
with these teen-agers.
J. N. H.

General Conference
in Action
ADMINISTRATION
HERE WAS special interest

in the
Ttionreport
of the Board of Administrasince this was the first annual
1958 Conference Moderator, Bishop H. A. Ginder, (left) confers with the Assistant
Moderator, Dr. C. N. Hostetter, Jr., and with Bishop A. M. Climenhaga, General Superintendent of Brethren in Christ Missions in Northern and Southern Rhodesia,
South Africa, who served the Conference as Honorary Assistant Moderator.

Spiritual Warmth

TtheThursday
at 11:00 a.m. impressed
General Conference deeply with
HE

CONFERENCE

SERMON,

given

responsibility in the area of Christian service.
Bishop Henry N.
Hostetter spoke with inspiration using the theme "Living Waters for a
Dying World."
There was unusual interest in the
varied activities apart from the regular sessions of the General Conference. The morning devotional periods
were well attended. Each meditation
at the beginning of a Conference session presented something of a spiritual aroma that reminded one of the
"precious ointment" and the "dew of
Hermon" as spoken of in Psalm 133.
Whether one went to the auditorium or to the chapel for the evening
programs, the situation was the
same; seating space was at a premium. Board presentations in the auditorium showed good planning, careful preparation and good presentation.
Evangelistic services in the chapel
were fruitful with hearts responding
(2)

to the Spirit's call and presenting
themselves with their needs at an altar of prayer.
The General Conference Prayer
Meeting, held Thursday night at ten,
was well attended and a warm spirit
of prayer prevailed. Various specific
needs were brought to the Lord in
prayer. The prayer service concluded
about 1:30 a.m.
The morning worship periods. on
Sunday, the missionary rallies of
Sunday afternoon, the Vesper Hour

Bishop Henry N. Hostetter delivers
Conference Sermon, "Living Waters
a Dying World."

the
for

report under the new administrative
pattern.
For the first time in our history the
Brethren in Christ Church topped
the one million mark in total contributions. Per capita contributions per
year was just a few cents less than
$150 per member. The shift from
nearly thirty small districts to six
districts, known as Regional Conferences was exceptionally smooth and
very well received. The men who
were chosen at the General Conference of 1957 to serve as the bishops
of the regional areas, together with
the retiring bishops, rendered a significant ministry in the change-over
of the administrative pattern.
General Conference of 1957 committed to the Board of Administration the question relative to the wedding ring. Herewith is reported the
observations and the accompanying
recommendations as pertains to the
acceptance and use of the wedding
band.

1. We recognize that there are areas in
which the wedding band constitutes an expected symbol of a respectable marriage
status.
2. On the other hand, it must be recognized that among some individuals the wedding band represents a loosely worn and
sometimes mis-used symbol.
3. Historically the members of the Brethren in Christ Church have not found the
wearing of the wedding band necessary to
be understood and respected with regard to
their married state. Consequently, the wedding band has been treated by the Breth-
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ren in Christ Church with the same concern
as the wearing of the commonly recognized
forms of jewelry.
Because of this historical experience out
of which our convictions regarding the wedding ring have come, it appears that although for some, because of geographical
or cultural reasons, the wearing of the wedding band holds real meaning, for others
such a practice may be motivated by a desire for adornment as taught against in
I Peter 3.
We therefore recommend that the Church
continue her Biblical and historical stand
against the wearing of jewelry, and
We further recommend that we exercise
due Christian charity with respect to the
conscience of those who do not regard the
wedding band as such. (Colossians 3:12-13)

LOOKING AHEAD

As of September the Radio Broadcast "Gems of Grace" will be temporarily suspended. The future of
broadcasting as pertains to personnel, nature and style of broadcast,
point of origin, etc., are to be further
studied by the Radio Commission,
which operates as a commission of
the Board of Administration.
Authorization was given to the
Board of Administration, to create at
their discretion, a promotional
agency, to be of benefit to the general
interests of the denomination. Helpful ideas and their development as

relates to promotion, publicity, etc.
for Church Boards, Committees, Congregations and Institutions will bean
active responsibility of this agency.
A budget that calls for $6.00 .per
member, in organized churches and
$3.00 per member in mission areas
was voted the Board of Administration to carry on their work. The
Board pays the salaries of the
Bishops, the cost of General Conference Minutes, Handbook of Missions,
certain travel costs and other details
and incidentals necessary to the carrying on of the General Church program.

MISSIONS
FOREIGN

This month, July 1958, marks the
sixtieth year of Foreign Missions of
the Brethren in Christ Church. From
the humble beginning in the Matopo
Hills in South Rhodesia, South Africa, the Lord has blessed the work to
the extent that we now have—•
(a) Twelve Mission Stations in
Africa
(b) Five Mission Centers in India
(c) One Mission Station in Japan
(d) One Mission Station in Cuba
Staffing these mission stations, we
have
eighty-seven
missionaries,
seventy-seven of which are now on
the various fields and ten enjoying
well deserved furloughs. Since under the Selective Service System in
the U. S. A. a form of Mission work
can be included as alternative service,
at present we have six young men
who are performing a significant
ministry at certain of our foreiga
mission stations in lieu of military
service.
These missionaries who serve
abroad, for the most part, are professional people. Their specialized training includes that of doctors, registered nurses, school teachers and pastors. In a real sense they represent
key personnel to teach and train native personnel to develop and carryon indigenous churches.
Brethren in Christ membership
abroad, counting membership and
those who are active in steps toward
church membership, has reached the
point of outnumbering the church in
July U, 1958

Among those representing the African Mission Field at the General Conference were
(1. to r . ) : Alvan Thuma M.D., Bishop A. M. Climenhaga, Rev. Earl Musser and Rev.
Glenn C. Frey, shown here as they participated in the Missionary Fellowship sponsored
by the Foreign Mission Board.

the U. S. A. and Canada. Such number stands at 8,666, with day schools
abroad that have a total of 17,833
young people directly under the tutorship and influence of the church and
some one hundred and fifty centers
of public worship.
The budget to operate Missions in
Africa, India, Japan and Cuba is
$132,185 for this year. This represents nearly 40% of the benevolent
giving of the Brethren in Christ
Church. Benevolent giving is defined
as contributions given by the local
congregation apart from the amount
needed to support the local operation.
NEW MISSIONARIES

Five new missionaries were appointed to begin service during this
Conference year: Dorothy Jean Gish
—Africa, Jacob and Nancy Shenk—
Africa, John and Ruth Powelski—
Cuba. Martha Long goes to Africa
to give a period of Voluntary Service
as a teacher.

I N AMERICA

Eight congregations, four in Canada and four in the U. S. A. were
transferred from the Mission Board
to their respective regional conference. This step was made possible
in each case by them becoming selfsupporting and their ability to inaugurate self-government to meet necessary requirements to become a selfgoverning unit. Those transferred
as such were: to the Canadian Conference—Toronto, Frogmore and
Houghton Center in Ontario and
Kindersley in Saskatchewan; to the
Atlantic Conference — Stowe and
Bethel Chapel in Pennsylvania, and
Orlando, Florida. Grants Pass in
Oregon was transferred to the Pacific Conference.
During the Conference Yoar a
commodious, beautiful, new church
building was dedicated at Knifley,
Kentucky. The new work at DeRossett, Tennessee where John Schock

Foreign Mission Treas.: Office of the 7MB Treasurer, Washington Boro, Penna.
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Top, left: Mrs. Marjorie Herr, representing the WMPC, presents Home Mission Board Treasurer Andrew Slagenweit with check as
climax of WMPC project. — Top, center: Executive Secretary of Foreign Missions, Henry N. Hostetter (center) welcomes Bishop
and Mrs. A. M. Climenhaga to the General Conference. — Top, right: Mrs. Alvan Thuma addresses fellow-workers at Foreign Missions
Fellowship in Dining Hall.—H. N . Hostetter chats with Miss Lavina Switzer and her missionary sister, Miss Edna Switzer (right), from
the African field. — Center: WMPC ladies compile materials for missions promotion (1. to r . ) : Mrsi H. G. Brubaker, Mrs. Musser.
Martin and Mrs. Lester Haines. — R i g h t : Dr. Clyde Taylor (seated) chats with Foreign Missions personnel at Missionary Fellowship:
(1. to r., standing in foreground) Dr. Thuma, Bishop Ulery, Rev. Graybill Wolgemuth, Bishop Climenhaga, and Bishop Hostetter.
Rev. George Sheffer of the FMB is seen in left background.

serves as pastor, dedicated the new
parsonage and renovated and dedicated the church building. The renovation of the church was largely a
project of the people of the congregation.
Outstanding in the year's activity
was the relocation and development
of the program in San Francisco,
California. The combination of a
beautiful chapel, Christian education
department, commodious living quarters and still additional room for development, provides a good opportunity for the work there.
The growth and development of
the Navajo Mission in New Mexico
resulted in the status being changed
to that of an institution instead of a
mission. There are three distinct
phases to the work: evangelistic,

Newly-appointed personnel receive charge
from Moderator during Conference session.

a)

medical and educational. A staff of
fifteen was appointed for this Conference year.
Steps were taken at this General
Conference to relocate the work that
is now carried on at Messiah Lighthouse Chapel, Harrisburg, Penna. It
is felt that a sum of $35,000 will be
necessary to purchase a suitable lot
and erect a church-parsonage combination built according to the Kimbel plan.
The Women's Missionary Prayer
Circle sponsored as their project during the last Conference year a "Rotating Loan Fund for Building Churches." Their goal was $3,000. It was

gratifying when they reached $3046.08 and a moment of significance when
the money was handed over to the
Home Mission Board. The first use
of the money will be in the form of
assistance to the church expansion
program in Albuquerque, N. M.
There were twenty, including pastors and workers who were assigned
to City Mission Stations, twenty-four
including pastors and workers who
were assigned to work in rural areas
and twenty-eight pastors were assigned to Mission Pastorates.
A budget of $81,860 was approved
for the operation of the Board of
Home Missions and Extension. Cer-
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Preachers—C. Ray Heisey, Elizabethtown,
Penna.
Home—LeRoy Walters, Waynesboro, Penna.
"Today's Yesterday"—C. O. Wittlinger, Grantham, Penna.
Brethren in Christ Publication Board, Inc.,
H. G. Brubaker, Dale M. Dohner, John E.
Zercher, Harold Nigh, Joseph R. Aiken,
Albert E. Cober, Samuel F. Minter.
SUBSCRIPTIONS: ?2.50 per year payable in
advance, $1-25 fo;.' six months, sample copies
free.
New Subscriptions $2.00 per year; Gift Subscriptions $2.00 per year.
Canadian Subscriptions: no additional.
Send all subscriptions to: Evangelical Visitor, Evangel Press, Nappanee, Ind.
THE MAILING- LABEL INDICATES EXPIRATION DATE: All subscriptions three
months in arrears will be discontinued.
CHANGE OP ADDRESS: Be sure to give
both the old and new addresses.
Accepted for mailing at special rate of postage in Sec. 1103, Act of October 3, 1917.
Entered as second-class matter, at the post
office a t Nappanee, Indiana, under Act of March
3, 1879.

Official Organ of the Brethren in Christ
Church, published bi-weekly by Evangel Press,
Nappanee, Indiana.
PURPOSE: To publish the Gospel of God's
grace—a complete salvation through the atonement of Jesus Christ the Son of God, made
effectual by faith in Him; the walk in holiness
by the power of the indwelling Holy Spirit;
and the pre-millennial second coming of our
Lord.
J. N. Hostetter, Editor, Clarence Center, N. Y.,
to whom all material for publication should
be sent.
Editorial Council: J. N. Hostetter, Editor, Ray
Zercher, Office Editor, H. A. Ginder, C. W.
Boyer, H. G. Brubaker, Harold Nigh, John
Zercher
Pag'e Contributors:
Missions Abroad—Mary Kreider, Campbelltown, Pa.
Missions in America—J. Wilmer Heisey,
Bloomfleld, New Mexico, c/o Blanco Trading Post.
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tain changes were made in the personnel of the Home Mission Board,
now operating as "The Board for
Home Missions and Extension."
Amos Buckwalter now represents the
Pacific Conference, Henry N. Miller
the Mid-west Conference, Isaac Kanode, the Atlantic Conference, and
Charles Rife was elected from the
Allegheny Conference.
Peace, Relief and Service
A highlight of the General Conference was the rescinding of legislation
as pertains to militarism and war
work. The General Conference Minutes of 1948 and certain writings of
1942 and 1943 were affected. The
rescinding of the legislation in no
way reflects a change as pertains to
the teaching concerning Biblical nonresistance. Our position on the doctrine was re-affirmed. Facts submitted as the result of a survey covering the years 1951-1957 revealed the
weakness of legislation in accomplishing conformity to an accepted position. A discussion on the floor

pointed up the importance of a teaching ministry as the method and
means of carrying on the Lord's
work. To accomplish by legislation
what is not realized by a teaching
ministry is virtually impossible.

ment of 23,000 by 1963. This will
mean 1,000 new scholars each year
for the next five years.
Tentative plans include a churchwide Sunday School Convention on
the Roxbury Camp Grounds in 1960.

Sunday School Commission

Church Review and Study
Committee

Included in the six-point program
for promoting Sunday School work
were plans that reach into 1963.
A move in the direction of closer
affiliation with the NSSA was readily
adopted by the Conference. Three
areas of representation will serve on
the General Council of the NSSA.
The Moderator, Bishop Charlie B.
Byers, will serve as denominational
representative.
The manager of
Evangel Press, John Zercher, will be
publishing representative and Paul
McBeth will serve as Sunday School
representative.
Plans are being made to celebrate
the one-hundredth anniversary of the
Sunday School movement in the
Brethren in Christ Church in 1963.
One proposed objective is an enroll-

The urgent need for a revised Constitution and By-Laws brought into
being this year the first vital step in
its preparation.
A Constitution was adopted, which
now will come up for ratification by
each respective congregation belonging to the General Conference.
Certain revisions were necessary
to parallel the changes in administration that have been effected. A new
inclusion in the Constitution as
adopted is a Creed built over the pattern of the Apostles' Creed.
The more lengthy statement in the
present Constitution "Our Creed" in
its amended form is indicated as a
"Confession of Faith."
/ . N. H.

Left to right: J. Wilmer Heisey, director of Conference programming (left), checks a detail with the General Conference Secretary,
H. H. Brubaker. — The Conference body in session in the College Auditorium. — Wilmer Haas, (left), with his assistant, directs the
audio, intercom and recording facilities, invaluable aids to Conference efficiency. — Sunday evening vespers by the administration building, overlooking the Niagara River. Participants in testimony service are (1. to r . ) : Meredyth Hoke, Rev. Wesley P. Martin, Rev. Eber
Dourte, Rev. Harry Buckwalter. In background is youth chorus directed by Royce Saltzman — Efficient and cheerful service on the
part of the entertaining Canadian
churches added immeasurably to the comfort and blessing of the Conference. — The "dinner line"
filing into the Auditorium1 Dining Hall. NCC Administration Building is in background. — Delicious meals and efficient Dining Hall
service made each mealtime a pleasant occasion. — FMB chairman Samuel Wolgemuth and wife Grace enjoy the mealtime fellowship.
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N. C. C. Campus Prepared
for Conference
A big, red National Grocers truck was
backing up to the College dining room when
someone rushed out to inform the driver
that he should take this load over to the
igymnasium. Meanwhile, sand trucks were
disgorging their huge loads of sand and
gravel out behind the lab, while a young
fellow with a screw driver was probing
around in a box full of electric wire. Hammers were beating, pipes were being laid,
stoves were being set up, signs were being
placed, while cars, truck, and tractors were
coming and going. What do you think all
this activity meant? That's right! The
campus of Niagara Christian College was in
the throes of developments necessary to entertain the 88th Annual General Conference
of the Brethren in Christ Church.
The campus was a hive of activity for
several months, during which time many
many improvements were made. The auditorium was repainted; a new building was
erected which includes a refreshment stand,
information and lodging booths, and clothing and bookstores.
The college laboratory was used as the
Conference Secretary's office, the main
building as Board and Committee rooms and
lodging for Board members and the boys'
dorm as lodging quarters for women.
On Sunday evening, June 8, the first detachments of Board members arrived on
the campus ready to go into full swing the
next morning. Then for a solid week these
men worked and planned to the glory of
God and the Church.
Someone may ask, "Is such fuss and
bother worthwhile—just for a week?" Just
follow the pastors back to their congregations—the bishops to their regions—the
Sunday School superintendents to their
Sunday Schools—the missionaries to their
missions—and the laymen to their work,
and this question will be entirely answered.

Conference means meetings for many
Boards and Committees who plan the church
program in its many aspects. Here mem•bera of the Board of Christian Education
plan Sunday School, Home and Youth work.
Shown (1. to r.) are L. Unruh, L. Walters,
Secretary and C. W. Boyer, Chairman.

(6)

GUEST SPEAKERS: Dr. Clyde Taylor, (right) director of Public Affairs
of N. A. E. Washington, D. C, Rev. J. B. Toews, (left) Executive Secretary of Foreign Missions of the Mennonite Brethren Church, Hillsboro,
Kansas and Dr. Arthur Climenhaga, Bishop of the Brethren in Christ
Church, Rhodesias, South Africa, were used by God through the Holy
Spirit to enlarge our vision, increase our tempo and cause us to feel the
need of a more complete dedication to the Lord Jesus Christ to effectively
perform the tasks at hand.

Brother Moderator, Delegates, Members
of Conference and friends.
This occasion affords me an unparalleled
pleasure to offer words of welcome to such
a large group of guests who are in reality
of like precious faith.
According to our records this is the 21st
time that General Conference of the Brethren in Christ church has convened on
Canadian soil and the second time on the
campus of Niagara Christian College.
Much more numerous are the times that
we, your Canadian hosts have been graciously and lavishly entertained by you, our
brethren from the U.S.A. This indeed possesses us with a sense of indebtedness to
you that is not easy to pay.
Our dear brethren in California treated us
to what they called "carbonated sunshine"
during our visit with them three years ago.

We hope on this occasion to give you the
real thing. Of this we offer no guarantee.
In this hour when nationalism has reached
unprecedented and abnormal proportions
creating international tensions that are
dangerous, we rejoice in a fellowship that
ignores political and racial boundaries and
makes us one in the Lord Jesus Christ.
Yes, Bishop Climenhaga, we are especially favored to have you, your wife, and
some of your co-workers of the African field
in our assembly and we ardently desire that
we may be able to reciprocate the blessing
you have been to us.
To all those who represent the extremities of our far flung lines of gospel outreach we extend a genuine welcome.
Brother Moderator, in the name of the
Canadian Conference of the Brethren in
Christ Church whose I am and whom I
serve, I extend a most cordial welcome and
invite those who can to continue their stay
in Canada following the conference and visit
our churches and our homes.
E. J. Swalm

NCC Staffer Allyne Friesen serves in Conference office with others under able direction of hard-working Mrs. H. H. Brubaker.

Rev. and Mrs. Harvey Sider directed Children's Services in tent erected on campus.
Project: Hymnals for the Hamilton church.
Program included interest features and
speakers available only at Conference: missionaries, a ventriloquist—and a scarecrow!

Greetings to General Conference
by Host Bishop
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Quotes from General
Conference

Closing of the General Conference of 1958

C. B. BYEKS : "The former administrative officials well nigh worked
miracles in serving sacrificially under the former system."
"The success of our administrative
program does not depend on its perfection, but on our unity an working
together."
DE. CLYDE TAYLOR: "Government
is a system of placing just enough restraint on each individual so that
everyone can participate in freedom."
"You can contend without being
contentious. You can be persistent
and nice—but determined."
M. M. BOOK in Memorial Service:
"God sees something in every man
that is worth remembering."
DE. ALVAN THUMA : Formula used
for medical treatment by early missionaries: "Anything above the belt
—quinine; anything below the belt—
epsom salts."
0. U. H E E E : "Obedience has no
substitute . . . Sanctification is not
the end of progress but deliverance
from standing still."
E. H. WENGEE: (Prayer concluding session) "We thank Thee that the
rough edges of human nature can be
sufficiently smoothed so that we can
labor together as the children of
God."
LUKE L. KEEFEE: "Doctrines of
practice are not for the purpose of
saving our souls, but for the purpose
of demonstrating the grace of God in
our lives."
"Negative preaching is a result of
observation of failures and faults."
"Many points used in our preaching for sake of emphasis cannot be
supported when carefully examined."
J. B. TOEWS: "Conscience is knowledge of self in relation to law . . . The
main purpose of my life does not lie
in my relationship to my circumstances, but to the purpose of my redemption."
A. M. CLIMENHAGA: "While we
fear the devil, we do not need to be
pessimistic about him; he is a defeated foe through the Cross."

(By Assistant Moderator)

C. N. HOSTETTEE, J E . : "It is not

The Eighty-Eighth Annual Conference of
the Brethren in Christ Church has been entertained with the kindly courtesy and
friendly dignity befitting that rare combination of royalty and democracy that characterizes the British Commonwealth of nations, and that fraternal spiritual fellowship that characterizes the Brethren in
Christ Church which knows no national
barriers.
We are thankful for the privilege of seeing again the beautiful, romantic Niagara
River.
We are thankful for the privilege of enjoying your cool breezy June weather.
We are thankful for the joyful fellowship
of the Brethren that has been our portion.
In this record of appreciation we pause
specifically to express our thanks to God.
We thank God that we could plan and counsel with unity of purpose as committees and
board. We thank God that we could deliberate with understanding, frankness and
charity in Conference sessions. We thank

God for the blessings that came to us
through Bible studies, prayer sessions, evangelistic services, children's meetings and
all other activities. We thank God for new
visions, new plans and forward-moving
action.
Furthermore, we give our thanks to you
our brethren and sisters of the Canadian
area Conference and particularly and personally to your beloved Bishop, our host
Bishop E. J. Swalm: to the President of Niagara Christian College, our faithful Conference Secretary Henry H. Brubaker and to
his hard-working staff; to the diligent entertainment committee and all who have assisted them in so graciously ministering to
our needs and comfort. We thank you for
good food, kind care and gracious service.
We shall treasure many pleasant memories of the General Conference of 1958 and
join in praying God's blessing upon the
work, worship and fellowship of the Canadian area Conference of the Brethren in
Christ Church.

be-

cause of a fading memory I'm sure
. . . I have never seen a greater
warmth of brotherly love, a desire to
understand the other's viewpoint,
and a united desire to serve God as
we should."
H. A. GINDEE: "There has been a
beautiful spirit of love . . . not one,
unkind word . . . an answer to prayer
that this be a spiritual conference."
R. M. Z.
July 1U, 195 §

Vote of Appreciation

H. H. Brubaker, re-elected General Conference Secretary (1.), receives the seal of
office from Moderator H. A. Ginder during installation ceremony at close of Conference,

(7)

FAITH or FEAR
*

For the Coming Conference Year
Charlie B. Byers

at the marriage alTtunetartoandthestands
pledges her life and forman who stands by her
HE BRIDE

side, for better for worse, for richer
for poorer. Little does she know what
the future years hold for her, but she
makes this committal in total faith
that allays all fears. So with the
Church, as she stands on the threshold of each new conference year, not
knowing the things that will confront her as she moves on in faith, to
new conquests for the Lord.
As we view the future, our feelings
are well expressed in the song written by E. W. Schurtleff: "Lead on, 0
King Eternal, we follow, not with
fears, for gladness breaks like morning where'er Thy face appears." It
is with this faith and sentiment that
we move ahead into this year of opportunity and challenge.
Where are we? Do we stand at the
crossroads? Are we in a period of
transition? Are we on the verge of
some high cliff with a threatening
abyss below? Is there a Red Sea
ahead, and some kind of an enslaving
Pharaoh behind? Or does faith look
ahead and see something better?
Maybe we are on Mount Nebo looking ahead to the Land of blessing. Or
viewing some stronghold like Jericho
and hearing the Lord say, the city is
yours. Faith moves on at the command of God, when He says, "Ye
have dwelt long enough in this mountain." Unless we have been too much
deafened by the din of twentieth
century complexities, faith hears the
Lord say, "Every place that the sole
of your foot shall tread upon, that
have I given unto you." It certainly
then is up to us; we can exercise faith
and triumph, or succumb to our fears
and be defeated.
Well, what does this conference
year hold for the Brethren in Christ
church if the Lord tarries? First of
all, it certainly will be one of extreme
urgency. Quoting from the words
of Paul to the Roman brethren, "And
that knowing the time, that now it is
high time to awake out of sleep . . ."
(8)

(Rom. 13:11) This certainly has an
application to our day. The time is
short, the need is urgent. The forces
of evil are on the increase, and in a
new organized manner are seeking
by their sinister efforts to defeat the
program of evangelical Christianity.
With world conditions so unstable
and trouble fraught, who can tell,
will it be our last year of unhampered
effort, to snatch men like brands
from the burning? Oh hear me, pastors and people, nothing must take
precedence over soul-winning. It is
so easy to do many other things, and
to be so busy planning and discussing
so many
unimportant
things much like the man in Pilgrim's
Progress; so busy raking together a
few paltry straws that he didn't even
notice an angel nearby offering him a
golden crown, if he would only look
up.
The Brethren in Christ conference
is certainly committed to this great
unfinished task of soul-winning. No
one can say otherwise. Her emissaries are out both far and near bringing the weary and the heavy-laden
into the rest that Christ provides.
Getting people to repent, to experience the new birth, to enjoy the sanctified life, and the power of the spirit,
teaching them then, to observe all
things. There is no time to waste,
for the night of sin is fast settling
down like the rain of volcanic ash on
a perishing Pompeii. The hour is exceedingly urgent.
Let us notice next then that it is a
time of unparalleled
opportunities.
Yes, the days are dark and sinful,
and the hour is urgent, but at the
same time it is an hour of opportunity and challenge never known before.
Now honestly, brethren, as you know
the history of the Christian church
and of the world, which of the preceding years or past ages do you
think had more opportunities for
spreading the gospel? Or at what
other time do you think it would have
been easier, or the stage set better?
How wonderful! We live in a land

with laws that make spreading the
Gospel extra easy. The economic condition is better than any other country—short hours, vacations, and holidays. Banks and capital money available for expansion needs. The high
degree of literacy is no small factor.
The developments of modern science
and industry, have brought into beingmany things much to our advantage.
The automobile makes transportation
possible for nearly everyone. The
telephone, the radio, the press, the
TV—all of these things and many
more are at our disposal for the dissemination of the Gospel. One man
can now do, in a short time, what it
would have taken years for some of
our consecrated forefathers to do,
with the same time and effort.
I firmly expect that the year ahead
will be one of blessing, because our
dear brotherhood, in recent years has
caught a new vision that has made us
dissatisfied, to stand idly by in the
market place, while the whitened
harvest goes to destruction. Oh! dear
Brethren, it seems to me that I almost hear the cry and see the hands
of those that are reaching out for
help, the dear boys and girls that
have not had, half a chance in life,
the others that have been misunderstood and discouraged, that have
turned to the disillusionment and
thrill of sin, and to dope and to crime.
All around our doors, the heart-broken wives whose lives have been made
hard, drunken husbands, the unhappy
couples on the boulevards, in mansions, and in lesser circumstances.
The wrecked lives, the ruined souls,
the blighted hopes, the sin-weary and
the heavy-laden. All of them are
reaching to you and to me for help.
We dare not fail them, lest they say
like the man did at the pool of Bethesda, "I have no man to help me,"
or like the eunuch, "How can I know
except some man should guide me?"
We have the help. We can, if we will ?
Furthermore we face the coming
year sanely and soberly. We do not
live in the realm of the mere nominal
Christian — easy-going, day-dreamEvangelical
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ing, sentimental sons of Eli. We face
the enemy soberly, we do not underrate his strength and power. It must
be admitted that the cities are high
and walled, in some cases. The two
believing spies knew this as well as
the others did. Satan is the wiley
old enemy of righteousness, even
from the days of our first parents.
Some of his fortresses seem impregnable, but, on the other hand, we
must not underrate the power of our
Captain, and the potential within our
grasp, for they that be with us are
more than they that be with them.
The giants that threaten us can well
be our bread, and will be to the men
of faith. No! the battle is not easy,
sure I must fight if I would reign,
this is the time to quit ourselves like
men and to be strong!
People can sit and look at the enemy and count his strength, and view
all of his vantage points, until their
hearts melt within them, but this we
will not do. We will not even wait
for the enemy to put the battle in array. We shall take the offensive, and
like Gideon in the night, with burning hearts and flaming testimonies,
put to flight the Midianites of iniquity, until they flee like the darkness
before the dawn. Or we will be like
Jonathan and his brave armorbearer,
who in faith put to flight the wicked
Philistines, and followed the battle
until their eyes were enlightened with
the dripping honey from the trees of
the wood. Or we will run to meet
the boasting, cursing, defiant Goliaths, slinging the word of God at
them until the reproach is lifted from
the people of God.
Last of all we face this conference
year with faith, faith that our God
will fight for us. We plan, pray and
believe for a harvest. With the great
number of consecrated, ordained and
licensed men and women in the work
of teaching in our schools, preaching
in our pulpits, working in our mission stations around the world, plus
the thousands of devoted laymembers
at home with the stuff, behind the
scenes, we can with faith look forward to a year of blessing. For with
God all things are possible, and they
that sow in tears shall reap with joy.
Our choice figures much in the outcome. If we create a high inventory
of fear, we can expect to live and die
in a wilderness of circumstances devoid of Canaan blessings. But if we
elect, under God, to be courageous
and to move ahead with undaunted
faith, then this will be our most
fruitful year. What will it be—faith
or fear?
Chambersburg, Pa.
July lA, 1958

A Layman's Observations
Robert K. Worman, M. D.
HE
of observing our
Tquently
General Conference has not frebeen mine. When the opporPRIVILEGE

tunity to attend this Conference was
afforded, it followed that answers to
the question, "What are the lasting
impressions of this Conference?"
should be obtained. There is usually
something new, something old and
something distinctive about each
Conference. This Conference was no
exception. The following are some
of those distinctive remembrances;
impressions which will be of lasting
value to me.
There were many satisfying aspects of this Conference. One was
the success with which the present
administrative structure seemed to
function during its first year. The
supporting
organizational
form
seemed to be more effective. There
was a closer integration of purpose
between the Boards and Commissions
of General Conference and the regional conferences. This adjustment of
church polity should result in better
coverage of church problems and
offer greater services to its members.
The bishops had worked hard. Their
efforts did not go unnoticed. The attitude of Conference was one of appreciation for the diligence of these
selfless. Spirit-filled men. We must
maintain a like effort, active and untiring, if we are to match this vigorous leadership in our congregations.
A unique spiritual tone about missions and evangelization was maintained throughout the Conference.
The reports of the mission efforts in
Africa, India, Japan and Cuba were
received with spiritual joy. Christ
had been glorified through men who
remained faithful to Him. The missionaries took no credit for these accomplishments. Rather, with one
voice, they expressed gratitude for
His faithfulness and gave the glory
to Christ.
The devotional periods prior to the
Conference business sessions lended
themselves well to helping Conference maintain a balanced approach
to its problems.
Excellent methods of acquainting
Conference with the work, the reports and recommendations of Boards
and Commissions were demonstrated
by the Foreign Mission Board and
the Commission on Sunday School.
The former passed a packet of

printed material to each member of
Conference which illustrated the
scope of activity in which the Foreign
Mission Board is engaged. The latter handed each member of Conference a printed sheet containing its
report and recommendations. These
two groups should be commended for
this approach to Conference. It
seemed to save Conference considerable time, each delegate had before
him the printed material; he was able
to think more clearly, he understood
the issues and he had accurate information for his congregation.
The evening programs were well
planned and were inspiring. One intensely moving time was the final
event of the Christ's Crusaders quiz.
The Allegheny Conference finally
won, but the Pacific Conference team
will long be remembered for its fine
competitive spirit. It was apparent
that the true gains of such inspired
effort came not only from learning
more of the Scriptures, but also in
the application of the concepts those
Scriptures teach.
Exhibits at the Conference were
good. The Foreign Mission Board,
Home Mission Board and the Women's Missionary Prayer Circle had a
large amount of material available
for use in local congregations. All of
the colleges had displays as well as
the Commission on Youth. It would
be well if other conference boards
and commissions would use this
method of displaying their materials.
This seemed like such an opportune
time and place for this purpose. The
pastors and the laity could browse
through these recommended materials and they could become better acquainted with all of the activities of
the various commissions and boards.
There were some disappointments.
We were sorry to know the denominational broadcast will not continue after September of this year. We would
like to have seen more exhibits by
the various Boards and Commissions.
More materials probably should be
available to Conference delegates
during the business sessions. Perhaps, in the near future, these shortcomings will be corrected.
The general approach by the members of Conference to its problems
was one of anticipated understanding. Conference early clarified the
(Concluded on page sixteen)
(9)
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The Other Side of the Desk
Securing an education and enjoying life
at the same time are not mutually exclusive.
Some basic decisions must be made and
maintained to reach these goals. A careful
analysis of how students spend their time
indicates that one tenth squander more time
in a week in aimless trifles than they would
have believed possible. A personal inventory of time related to schedule of study
and activities saves many a student the
embarrassment of facing family and friends
with sub-standard accomplishment. Conversation is delightful and frequently instructive. Knowing how to start the conversation and how to tactfully close it are invaluable aids to the growing student.
Respect for the personality of others is
imperative in any society. Differences of
opinion and practice always exist. Criticisms can help us grow. Unanimity of
opinion in all matters reveals a lack of
thinking. Complete disregard for the interests of others indicates a serious lack of
Christian graces. Mutual respect for views
different from our own indicates mental
capacity and skill. Adherence to basic principles wins admiration from all persons.
A genuine concern for the welfare of
others is real courtesy. Courteous actions
win friends. Friends help make life worth
while. A cheerful smile and a pleasant
greeting will introduce you to many a faithful friend.
The American Indian frequently spent
time in isolation so that his soul might
catch up with his body. Time for meditation
and personal thinking is imperative. The
quiet hour or the deserted dormitory is not
a calamity but a real opportunity. Seize it
and turn it to personal advantage.
There is no magic door to success in college. A well organized time schedule will
provide the key to many of the problems in
college life. Into it the student will be able
to fit the pleasantries and necessities that
will make these years a cherished memory
and the foundation for mature Christian
living.
Isaiah B. Harley
Dean of Students, Messiah

Upland Summer Session Begins
The faculty and staff of Upland College
are finding continuing service during the
summertime, usually a slack period. Feeling that the college should be offering a
year-round educational program for the
purpose of utilizing our campus facilities
more efficiently, an expanded study program
is offered in the summer session June 23 to
August 1. Enrollment hit 48, the highest to
date at the opening of the summer.
Summer session instructors under Dean
Ernest Boyer are Doctors Henry G. Bru-
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Members of the Board for Schools and Colleges consult on a matter of interest during
General Conference on the NCC campus. L. to r.: Rev. Elbert Smith, appointee to
Messiah College faculty; Rev. Erwin Thomas, Chairman of the Board; Dr. John Z.
Martin, President of Upland College; Dr. C. N. Hostetter, Jr., President
of Messiah College.
baker, Ira Holland, and Anna Leatherman.
Other instructors will be Royce Saltzman,
music; William Boyer, science; Elias Wiebe,
education; Melvin Bowers and Miriam
Bowers.
Faculty Travels
President John Z. Martin will be attending the workshop of the Council for the Advancement of Small Colleges in Michigan
during the first week of August. Business
manager Abner Haldeman will be attending the management conference of the same
workshop. Richard Derby, Jr., Assistant to
the President, attends an American College
Public Relations Association convention the
last week of July in San Francisco.
Faculty Studies
Elias Wiebe completed his residence
studies at the University of Southern California for the Doctor of Education degree.
He will be finishing his dissertation entitled,

"Elementary Teacher Education in California Colleges." In preparation for this
study he has personally interviewed the person in charge of elementary education in
nineteen church-related California colleges
and is making a comprehensive survey of
the college graduates over a three-year
period who have majored in elementary
education.
Faculty at Brethren in Christ
Conference
Several faculty, staff, and board members
attended the recent Brethren in Christ Conference at Fort Erie, Ontario, Canada.
President John Martin was accompanied by
Dean Ernest Boyer. Dr. and Mrs. Henry
Brubaker, Mr. Paul Engle, Mr. Royce Saltzman and Miss Anna Verle Miller participated in the conference with board members Maynard Book, Millard Herr and
Clarence Byer.

Evangelical

Visitor

MISSIONS

s

*

BLOOMFIELD, NEW MEXICO

Navajo Christian believers sponsored their first Bible Conference
during the weekend of June 20-22 in
a Navajo Tribal chapter house about
15 miles northwest of the Brethren
in Christ Mission.
These services were sponsored,
planned, and conducted entirely by
the Navajo Christians who worship
with the 4 different missions who
work along Highway 44 south and
east of Bloomfield.
This all-Navajo project grew from
the concern of believers for the welfare of their own people. They first
contacted the tribal leaders of the
community for permission to use the
chapter house. This was freely
granted and some of these leaders attended the services, expressing great
appreciation for them.
During the services 14 raised
hands for prayer and were dealt with
individually after the services. One
of the old man, Mr. Pete, said, "I hope
we can have this kind of services
again."
How Long Has It Been,

Now she can hear the Gospel message direct from her own people.
The white missionary's message has been vindicated—that
Jesus is the Saviour of every tribe.

since you PRAYED for:
The CARL WOLGEMUTHS working among the migrants in California ?
AVERY and EMMA HEISEY in
San Francisco?
PETER YAZZIE, interpreter and
Navajo evangelist, at the Navajo
Mission ?
CARL CARLSON and his helpers
in Chicago?
Mr. and Mrs. CYRUS LUTZ at
Bethel, Virginia?
The MARSHALL BAKERS at Delisle, Saskatchewan?
MAURICE MOORE, at Paddockwood ?
Bro. and Sr. ROSS MORNINGSTAR at Everett?
P. B. FRIESEN at Knifley?
CHARLES MELHORN at Llewelyn?
"The Lord's ear is open to the
cry of the righteous!"
July U, 1958

"Is It True?"
Far up the Amazon River a Southern Baptist missionary was using a
flannelgraph to aid her telling a
group of school children about Jesus.
As she talked, an elderly man, with
stooped shoulders and gray hadr
joined the children. He sat with rapt
attention as the missionary told the
story of God's grace as it is revealed
in Christ.
After the children were dismissed,
the old man came up to the missionary with this question, "May I ask,
madam, if this interesting and intriguing story is true?"
"Of course," the missionary said.
"It is in the Word of God."
With countenance and voice revealing his doubt, the old gentleman said,
"This is the first time in my life that

I have ever heard that one must give
his life to Jesus to have forgiveness
from sin and to have life with God
forever."
Then with a note of finality he concluded : "This story cannot be true or
someone would have come before now
to tell it. I am an old man. My parents lived their lives and died without having ever heard this message.
It cannot be true or someone would
have come sooner."
Although she tried hard, the missionary could not convince the old
gentleman of this truth from God's
Word. Turning to make his way back
into the denseness of the jungle and
the darkness of sin, he kept repeating the words: "It cannot be true. It
cannot be true or someone wouldhave
come sooner."

Home Mission Treas.: Rev. Andrew Slagenweit, R. 1, Box 161.Ii, West Milton, Ohio
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DO YOU WANT A BLESSING?
"Is not this the fast that I have chosen?
. . . to deal thy bread to the hungry, and
that thou bring the poor that are cast out
to thy house? When thou seest the naked,
that thou cover him . . .?
"Then shall thy light break forth as the
morning, and thine health shall spring forth
speedily: and thy righteousness shall go
before thee; the glory of the Lord shall be
thy rereward. . . ." Isaiah 5£ — the entire
chapter is on the subject!

A Missionary Nurse Gives Thanks
and Looks on the Field
April 27, 1958
Madhipura Mission

"This is the day the Lord hath
made; we will rejoice and be glad in
it."
First, it rained last night—the first
heavy rain in some months. Thirstily
the ground sucked in the water and
early this morning farmers were out
plowing. [Rain may mean food!]
The temperature that has been soaring above 100 dropped to an early
summer level. The atmosphere, for
so long dusty and hazy, is now clean,
clear, and refreshing. The "flame of
the forest" just east and south of the
compound—a mass of brilliant, red
blossoms — brightens all the area.
Yes, God gives bright spots in every
season!
Second, less than an hour after the
last powdered milk was given out
yesterday more arrived, and now we
can continue to give to the hospital
patients and others who are needy.
Cheese and syrup are a real boost to
the tuberculous and other febrile patients. And the relief wheat is in
truth the "staff of life" to those who
have been sick for months and unable
to provide for their families—after
crop failure for a whole year.
"This is famine time and we do not
eat before two o'clock," answered an
out-patient when asked what he had
eaten in the morning. "When do you
eat your medicine?" "Noon, evening,
and night."
Our gardener said they eat wheat
bread morning and evening and rice
at noon. He is getting a wage and can
buy cheap rice and wheat at the ration shop. But there is nothing left
to buy clothing. Several relatives are
at his house now, probably because
there is no food at their own houses.
Our faith is that this year may be
better. Will you join us in this
prayer?
(12)

Third, seventy adults worshipped
in the Lord's House this Lord's Day
morning—coming singly or in groups
from the Christian homes and the
two ward buildings.
Their countenances speak volumes
to one who knows something of their
family and economic circumstances:
Nathaniel, a tailor with a family,
is tuberculous and unable to work.
He is a studious young Christian but
discouragement and concern are
sometimes evident.
Pradhan, a very thin tubercular,
baptized recently, has a ready smile
and a longing gaze. For what?
Health, strength, more of God?
Another Pradhan, also tuberculous,
has a far-away expression. His common-law wife was baptized recently
and they had a Christian wedding
that same evening.
Lukhi, a kalazar patient was baptized Easter Monday. She is still thin
but can walk now. Three months ago,
she could not.
Somu, father of two small children,
has suffered for months with a debilitating disease but he is usually cheerful.
These and other new believers, are
illiterate but they are eagerly learning via the adult literacy course.
Pray that their minds may be keen
and alert to learn quickly. Can we
imagine the mental temptations and
the spiritual conflicts which come to
these new believers?
Another young man, not a patient,
who is literate and came for instruction, gives eager attention to the
songs, scripture, and message.
Their countenances draw out our
sympathy and prayers. Will you, too,
pray for them?
Landour, June 2
The spiritual tone among the 500
or more missionaries up here now is
higher than perhaps it has ever been.

There is real hunger for God. Both
messages yesterday were on holiness.
We believe God is preparing us and
India for something great.
The medical conference last week
was dominated by a stronger emphasis than ever before on, "maintaining
the spiritual witness in our medical
work." (Excerpts from a letter by
Erma Hare)

From the Letter-Bag
"More Japanese every day"—and the
Secret
Yes, we are trying to speak more
Japanese every day, and it really is
troublesome when the other party
just doesn't understand. Oair school
term lasts until July 8, but I suppose
we need it! We are learning to read
and write the original Japanese characters, of which there are several
thousand, along with emphasis on
speaking. Two weeks ago I wrote my
first letter in Japanese to one of my
teachers that was sick—seven hours
to write two pages! She answered it
and to my amazement said that she
could read and understand every
word . . . I think the secret in studying this language, or any language, is
found in the words of Glenn W. Brunner, "Competence in Japanese comes
only where the heart burns with conviction of the necessity of getting the
language."
Recently we had one of our teachers in our home for a Pennsylvania
Dutch supper—a new experience for
us. She sat on a chair instead of on
the floor, used silverware instead of
chopsticks, ate fried ham, baked potatoes, peas, carrots, a salad and dessert instead of Japanese food. Incidentally, the Japanese never have
dessert with a meal. She kept saying
"oishii," which means very tasty. She
has invited us to her house for a return visit and dinner.
We as a family are all well and adjusting to Japan . . . almost one year
since we left our home in Annville.
In this land where many conditions
that do not promote good health exist, we certainly have been blessed
by the Lord. We had the doctor less
this past year than ever before since
we have a family. All praise be to
Him in answer to your prayers for
us in this respect!
From the first of June to the middle of July we have our rainy season
. . . rain almost every day for six
weeks. As far as health is concerned,
this is the most difficult time of the
Evangelical Visito-t

year but the words of the Psalmist
come to my mind, "My help cometh
from the Lord."
Three special prayer requests:
Pray for—
1. Our new radio ministry—fifteen
minutes every Friday evening:
listening audience estimated at
125,000.
2. Our summer tent meeting—
July 31 to August 14, the Lord
willing, in the village of Oda,
population approximately 10,000.
3. My University Bible Class in
English, on Saturdays.
John and Lucille Graybill

An Echo of
the
Macedonian
Fred Holland, Africa

Literary Evangelism — Japan

Umfundisi Moyo and I thanked the
The overall literature ministry has been teacher and his wife for the tea, said
growing. I have recently catalogued our good-bye, and started back through
mission books into topical lists so that I can the darkness for the school, where
now more readily introduce the right book
for the right need. Furthermore, one of the our cots were set up and waiting for
church members has taken on a part-time us. As we walked I shone the flashproject of selling Bibles more or less door- light along the well-worn path. How
to-door. The results have been unexpectedly many little feet had tramped this
good. He sells them at the regular retail
price and we give him a small commission way as they passed the teacher's
plus a small wage. When we started it we house and went on to the school!
doubted if he would sell enough to make it Pray God they would find the right
much of a ministry. One motive was to help path for their lives and walk therein!
him earn a little extra to help pay off some
*
*
*
debts since his other employment someNow we were at the edge of the
times hardly feeds his family. Another literature project recently begun is a door-to- school grounds. The dark outline of
door distribution of tracts, church announce- the buildings stood out against the
ments and radio program announcements. also darkening sky. Suddenly my
This is a joint church-mission project. It is
a tremendous project but very worthwhile eyes were drawn to the ground again
both as an experience for believers and as a in time to see a dark object just unwitness.
der my foot as I was putting it down
Pete Willms
to take another step. I backed up.
Immediately a hissing sound sent
Hospital Witnessing
chills up my spine and I realized
Soon after Christmas one of our contacts what it was—a puff adder, one of
entered a hospital for prolonged treatment. the deadliest of snakes. They don't
Though a believer she was rather discouraged and inclined to self-pity. It has been a run away and so we did—Moyo one
joy to see how the Lord has directed her way and I the other. I was glad to
to pertinent Scriptures (Hebrews 12, etc.) think that if I had been bitten, we
through her Bible reading and has brought were close enough to the mission hosreal health to her soul. Her cheeks have
become rosy and the other day I had the pital to get there quickly enough for
privilege of taking- her home to her moun- help.
tain village, after almost four months in the
But not everybody gets away in
hospital.
time
as we did, and what is worse,
She contacted others at the hospital and
there
are places where no medical
this gave me a wider ministry. One of these
contacts, a young man who had just entered help is available when such a thing
law practice, was eventually moved to a happens. In the Gwaai a little girl
T.B. hospital where I have followed him. was bitten by a cobra. They took her
There too the witness now reaches not only
him but other patients. At the hospitals I to the hospital, 84 miles away; but by
have been playing the tapes since some the time they got there, she was dead.
don't have radios, others like to hear the At the little government clinic on the
program more than once. A recent program edge of our Gwaai area, there is some
was prepared especially with the many sick medical help, but it is far from our
in mind and nearly every program includes
mention of them in some way or other. In schools and people, and there is only
connection with hospital visitation I have an African orderly to help those who
also been enjoying a ministry of taking the come.
patients books to read. The mission now has
Here, simple cases that need a few
a fairly good selection of some very fine
shots of penicillin or a few days'
reading for people who are suffering.
care, cleanliness and medication, turn
Pete Willms
July Ik, 1958

Cry
into helpless cases of suffering and
death. Malaria, pneumonia, and_
blood poison cases 'sleep in leaky
grass shelters at the clinic, hoping
tor help. Children with infected eyes
go blind, when a little eye ointment
would clean them up. Babies that
should live, die.
Soon we shall be allowed a onehundred-acre mission site in the
Gwaai, and we feel it is offered with
real enthusiasm and appreciation.
What we do with it will depend somewhat on what funds are available
from home. The people themselves
are begging us to come. Babies, children, boys, girls, men and women are
waiting for us to "come over . . .
and help." The need is terrific. The
challenge is to us. We can—we must
—buy up this opportunity to give
hope to the hopeless and spread light
into the darkness.

Bishop Wolgemuth's Visit
(From a news sheet prepared by Second
Year Teacher Training Class, Mtshabezi
Mission, S. Rhodesia and compiled by Eva
M. Melhorn.)
The students welcomed him with 3 songs.
He said he was pleased to be among young
people and gave us this verse: "Let no man
despise thy youth." He carried his camera
to snap pupils in their classes. He said the
work of the teacher is to introduce children
to Christ. When he preached in the meeting his countenance proved the joy he had.
By J. Makalima.
Number of Students at Mtshabezi
Mission
You may be surprised to know that there
are:
129 in Teacher Training,
146 in Central Primary,
470 in the Practising School,
35 in the Building Course,
780 students are learning here at Mtshabezi.
William Senda
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Announcing
Grantham Youth Conference
August 14, 15, 16
Three days of Fun and Fellowship
(Ages 12 to 16 inclusive)
Rev. Ray Brubaker, Evangelist
Send your application and one dollar
of the $7.50 registration fee t o :
L. Nelson Wingert
Grantham, Penna.

Smiles from the winning team,; the Allegheny Conference Team from the Chambersburg, Penna. Area. L. to r.: Ruth Anna Glick, Betty Jane Sollenberger, Donna Lee
Sollenberger, Harold Sollenberger. and Audrey Deardorff. The team was coached by
Samuel Wingert.

Youth at Conference
A climaxing highlight of the General
Conference program was the wind-up of the
1958 Bible Quiz, sponsored by the Youth
Commission. Each of the six church conferences sponsored a team. Finals were conducted in NCC Auditorium Saturday evening with Quiz Director Curtis Byer in
change.

The Pacific Team, second-place winners. L.
to p.: Raymond Wingert, Don Niesley, Margie Musser (front), Mrs. Alvin Musser,
coach, Norman Bert and John Book.

Quizmaster Byer puts the question. In background judges R. Worman, P. Snyder and
W. Winger weigh the answers. Front, C.
Hock and L. Hostetter compute time and
score at Saturday evening finals.

Frozen attention as question is read. Quiz
covered St. John 11 through 21.

(U)

CHURCH NEWS

Pleasant Hill, Ohio
The first D.V.B.S. in the history of the
Pleasant Hill, Ohio church is proving a
fine success. Our attendance reached 121 and
we had to slacken our pace for our rooms
are over-crowded. This is likely the largest
school in Pleasant Hill this year.
Antrim, Greencastle, Pa.
April 13, we were privileged to have Bro.
and Sister Harry Buckwalter with us. Bro.
Buckwalter brought the morning message.
They remained in our community for Wed.
evening missionary prayer service.
A Mother's Day service was presented to
us by mothers of the Cradle Roll. Each
mother present received a carnation.
May 17 and 18 proved to be great days of
blessing as we observed another Love
Feast. Bro. Monroe Dourte served as the
guest speaker.
During the month of May we were glad
to add three persons to our membership.
They were Mr. and Mrs. Ronald Miller and
Judson Mellinger. We are glad for those
who follow the Lord in this way.
June 4, Rev. Paul Hagen of the Christian
Missionary Alliance Church spoke to us of
his experiences while in India. One of the
unusual things was when he was bit by
something in the dark. The Lord seemed
to say cookbook. He found there that vinegar was good for a certain bite. He dipped his toe in vinegar and was healed. This
incident tells us that God still answers
prayer.
L. A. W.
Tent Meetings at Houghton Centre District; evangelist Rev. Lome Lichty, Meath
Park, Sask., (North Star Mission) July
13-27.

PROGRAM OF DEDICATION
Cincinnati Church Property
2951 Sidney Ave., Cincinnati, Ohio
Sunday, July 27, 195,8
10 A.M
Sunday School Hour
11 A.M
Special Music—Sermon
Noon
Basket Lunch
2:15 P.M
Devotions — Special Music
3:00 P. M
Special Dedicatory Sermon
3:50 P.M
Ritual of Dedication
Bishop C. J. Ulery will be in charge of
the special Dedication part of the program
with Extension Board Members, Trustees
and others taking part.
Special music will be provided by the
Fairview Quartette and others.
A hearty welcome is extended to everyone. Bring your lunch and spend the entire
day with us.
I. R. Hoover, pastor.

Youth Conference
July 26, 27, 1958
Held at Free Methodist Campgrounds
near Lamar, Pennsylvania
(For ages 16 to 35)
Sponsored by Centre, Clinton, Lycoming County Congregations.
Special Speakers:
Rev. Sam Wolgemuth
Bishop Charlie Byers
Zion Church, Abilene, Kansas
The D.V.B.S. was held at the Zion church
near Abilene, Kansas from May 26 to June
6. This was a joint school with the Abilene
Bethel and Zion congregations. Rev. Henry
Miller was superintendent and Alta Kuntz
and Sheryl Hoover were in charge of the
singing and music. The school was from
7 till 9 P. M., with classes for all ages from
3 years old and on through high school.
There was also a class for adults. The
theme of the school was "Bible Sea Adventures" and the teachers emphasized the need
of having Christ as our Pilot on life's sea.
The average attendance in the children's
and young people's department was 82. The
offerings from this department was $70.00
and will go to the mission in Cuba to help
pay the tuition for the Cuban children's
schooling. The adult department had an average attendance of 13+. The closing program was given Sunday evening, June 8
and some of the work books and handcraft
articles were on display.
We pray that the lessons and truths
taught these two weeks will remain with
those who attended and that the Lord will
water the seed sown.
R. H.

Evangelical Visitor

OBITUARIES
LANDIS—Mrs. Bertha A. Landis of Souderton, Penna. was born in 1882, and departed this
life June 13, 11)58 age 76 years and 14 days.
Her husband, Harvey G. Landis preceded her
in death on August 21, 1943. She is survived
by 2 sons and 2 daughters: Mabel, wife of
Warren Ziegler and Morman F. Landis. both
of Souderton, Penna., Henry T. Landis of Wilmington, Delaware, Anna, wife of Kenneth
Edwards of Malvern, Pa. There are also eight
grandchildren and nine great-grandchildren.
She was a member of the Souderton Brethren
in Christ Church for almost 50 years.
'Funeral service was conducted by Rev. Ellwood C. Flewelling from the Hunsicker Funeral Home. Interment in the Hillside Cemetery, Souderton, Pa.
WALTERS — Mrs. Sue Brandt Walters,
widow of Albert G. Walters, Mount Joy, Pa.,
died June IS a t the age of 81 years.
Sister Walters faithfully attended the services at Cross Roads Church until her recent
illness. In her earlier years she taught school
a t several schools in Lancaster County.
She is survived by the following step-ohildren: Earl, Salunga; Esther, wife of Clarence
Myers, Florin, with whom she resided; Anna
Martha, wife of J. Ira Wolgemuth, Elizabethtown and Rev. LeRoy Walters, Waynesboro,
Pa. Ten grandchildren and 6 great-grandchildren also survive.
Funeral services were held at Cross Roads
Church with Rev. Harry L. Brubaker, Rev.
Charles McCulloh and Bishop I. W. Musser
officiating. Burial was in the adjoining cemetery.
STORM—Mary Elizabeth Storm, daughter
of the late Abram and Elizabeth (Barnhart)
Storm, born August 27, 1883, passed away
June 17, 1958 at the AVelland County General
Hospital a t the age of 74 years, 9 months and
21 days. She was converted a t the age of 15
and united with the Brethren in Christ Church
to which she was a true and faithful member.

Missions in America
CITY MISSIONS
Chicago Mission: 6039 iS'. Halsted Street, Chicago 21, Illinois; Telephone—Wentworth
6-7122; Rev. Carl Carlson, Mrs. Avas Carlson, Misses Alice Albright, Sara Brubaker,
Grace Sider
Detroit, Michigan (God's Love Mission): 1524
Third Street; Church, Myrtle Street; Parsonage, 3986 Humboldt Street, Detroit 8,
Michigan; Telephone—Tyler 5-1470; Rev.
Paul Hill, Mrs. Evelyn Hill, James Bundy,
Aleen Bundy
Harrisburg (Messiah Lighthouse
Chapel):
1175 Bailey Street, Harrisburg, Pennsylvania; Telephone CEdar 2-6488; Rev. Joel
Carlson, Mrs. 'Faith Carlson, Misses Elizabeth Kanode, Beulah Lyons
New York City, N. Y. (Jewish W o r k ) : Residence 2277 Southern Blvd., Bronx 60, N. T.;
Telephone Cypress 8-4579, Miss Mary
Wenger
Philadelphia Mission: 3423, North Second
Street, Philadelphia 40, Pennsylvania; Telephone NEbraska 4-6431; Rev. William
Rosenberry, Mrs. Anna Rosenberry, Miss
Anita Brechhill
San Francisco (Life-Line Gospel Mission):
224 Sixth Street, San Francisco 3, California; Chapel and parsonage 422 Guerrero
Street, San Francisco 10, California; Telephone—UNderhill 1-4820; Rev. Avery Heisey, Mrs. Emma Heisey, Rev. Harold Paulus,
Miss Anna Mae Copenhaver
RURAL MISSIONS
Blandburg, Pennsylvania: Rev. Herman Miller,
pastor; 1009 Rosehill Drive, Altoona, Pa.
Misses Edith Davidson, Edith Yoder
Bloomfield, New Mexico (Navajo Mission) c/o
Blanco Trading Post: Telephone—Farmington ZM 82373: Rev. J. Wilmer Heisey,
Superintendent, Mrs. Velma Heisey, Dr. Alvin Heise, Mrs. Maxine Heise, Miss Dorothy
Charles, Mr. Marion Heisey (I-W) Mrs.
Rachel Heisey, Mr. Earl Wolgemuth (I-WJ
Mrs. Joan Wolgemuth, Misses Urania Williams, Verna Mae Ressler, Joann Wingert,
Mary Olive Lady, Evelyn Noel, Mr. Ralph
Halter (I-W); Two Indian Interpreters:
Peter Yazzie, Fannie Scott

July U, 1958

She always manifested a kind, peaceful and
a Christ-like spirit.
She leaves to mourn her passing, four nieces
and five nephews. Two sisters and two brothers predeceased her: Annie, Margaret, Peter
and Joel. She made her home with Mr. and
Mrs. Roy Learn, her niece, who so kindly took
care of her until she was taken to the hospital
as a result of an accident. Funeral services
were conducted by Rev. Elmer L. Steckley,
assisted by Bishop William Charlton.
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MT/MMAT7—Mr. and Mrs. Owen E. Mummau, Mount Joy, Pa., are happy to announce
trie b i n h of a daughter, Lesetta Elaine, on
June 10, 1958. The Mummaus attend tile Mt.
Pleasant Congregation.

DICK—Mr. and Mrs. Wilmer E. Dick and
Dennis welcomed Denise Marie into their
family on March 9, 1958.

MARRIAGE

STSCKLEY-SAMFSON—Miss Pansy Marlene Sampson, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Albert .Sampson, Belleville, Ontario, and Mr. Earl
Joseph Sleckley, son of Rev. and Mrs. Elmer
L. Steckley of Stevensville, Ontario, were
united in marriage June 7, 1958 in the Victoria
Avenue Baptist Church, Belleville,
Ont.
Tuie ceremony was performed by the groom's
father assisted by the local pastor, trie Rev.
L,. Keith Daniel.

EIPE—A daughter, Gail, born to Rev. and
Mrs. George Kipe on May 21, 1958, pastor of
South Mountain Chapel, Shippensburg, Penna.

BANKERT-ENE-LE — Miss Verna Elaine
Engie, daughter of Rev. and Mrs. Albert H.
Engie, Grantham, Pennsylvania, became the
bride of Mr. JNatnan Eugene Bankert, son of
Mr. and Mrs. Burl Bankert of New Cumberland, Pennsylvania, on June 4, 1958. The
sacred ceremony was performed by Rev. Albert H. Engle in the Messiah College Chapel,
Grantham, Pennsylvania.
Mr. and Mrs. Bankert are at home at Grantham, Pennsylvania.

HOCHSTETLER—To Mr. and Mrs. Jesse E.
Hoehstetler, Xappanee, Ind., their fourth son,
sixth child, Darrell Lee, was born July 11,
1958.
MUMMA—Mr. and Mrs. Adin Mumma, Florin, Pa., presented a sister. Melody Ann, on
Feb. 27, 1958, to Carole, David, and Heather.

ENGLE-LEHMAN—Miss Naomi Ruth Lehman, daughter of Bro. and Sr. Samuel Lehman, Hershey, Pa., became the bride of Mr.
Jacob Engie, son of Bro. and S'r. lrvin Engle,
Marietta, Pa., Saturday May 10 in the Bachmanville Church of the Brethren. Rev. John
H. Martin officiated. The couple will reside at
Marietta, R. R. Pa.

NEYER—Mr. and Mrs. William P. Neyer,
Jr., (nee Esther Moyer) Mount Joy, Pa., are
happy to announce the birth of a son, Bruce
Alan, on June 17, 1958.

KANODE—Susan Marie Kanode was born
Feb. 10, 1958. She was enrolled in the Cross
Roads Church Cradle Roll at Mt. Joy, by her
parents Mr. and Mrs. Isaac Kanode (nee
Miriam L. Dick).
GROPP—Mr. and Mrs. Wade Groff (nee
Dorothy E. Dick) Washington Boro, Pa. announce tjhe arrival of Scott Michael on March
9, 1958, another member for Cradle Roll at
Cross Roads.
Ella, Kentucky: Rev. Merle Peachy, Mrs. Mary
Peachy
Meath Park, Saskatchewan, Canada (North
Star Mission) (Howard Creek and Paddockwood churches) Rev. Maurice Moore, Mrs.
Mabel Moore
Port Rowan (Walsingham Centre), Ontario,
Canada:—Rev. Arthur Heise, Mrs. Verna
Heise
TJniontown, Pennsylvania (affiliated with the
Searights work) Miss S. Iola Dixon, Uniontown, Pa., R.D. No. 1, Box 245
MISSION PASTORATES
Albuquerque, New Mexico: Rev. Paul Wingerd,
parsonage: 3014 Sierra Drive, N. E. Telephone 4-0414; Church, 541 Utah N.E.
Allisonia, Virginia (Farris Mines): Rev. Rupert Turman, Telephone—Pulaski 2-8628
Altoona, Pennsylvania: Rev. John Rosenberry,
Parsonage: 407—37tih Street,
Telephone
3-5527; Church, Fifth Avenue and 37th St.
Blair's Mills, Pennsylvania: Rev. Roy Beltz,
Orrstown, Pa., R. D. No. 1, Box 71
Check, Virginia (Adney Gap and Calloway
Churches): Rev. I. Raymond Conner.
Colling'wood, Ontario, Canada: Rev. Christian
H. Sider, Jr.
Delisle, Saskatchewan, Canada: Rev. Marshall
Baker
Everett, Pennsylvania (Clear Creek Church):
Rev. Roy Mann (After September 1st.)
G-arlin, Kentucky: Rev. Wilbur Benner, Superintendent
G-ladwin, Michigan: Rev. Gary Lyons, R. D.
No. 5. Telephone—GArden 6-8052
Hanover, Pennsylvania: (Conewago Church,
Maple Street); Rev. Samuel Lady, R. No. 4,
Telephone Melrose 3-8572
Hillsville, Virginia (Bethel Mission near Sylv a t u s ) : Rev. Cyrus Lutz, R. D. 4

HEISEY-SHENK—Miss Geraldine Sihenk,
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. John K. Shenk,
Manheim, R. I>. 4, Pa., and Chester R. Heisey,
son of Rev. and Mrs. C. R. Heisey, Elizabethtown, Pa. were united in marriage at the
Cross Roads church, Florin, Pa. on Saturday
June 21. The bridegroom's father officiated,
assisted by Rev. Charles McCulloh.
Mr. and Mrs. Heisey will be at home on
Donegal Springs Road, Mount Joy, Pa.
Hollidaysburg, Pennsylvania (Canoe Creek and
Mt. Etna u n u r c h e s ) : Rev. Sheldon Wilson,
R. D. No. 2. Telephone 5-9664
Hopewell, Pennsylvania (Sherman's Valley):
Rev. Marlin Ressler, R. D. No. 2
Hunlock Creek, Pennsylvania: Rev.
Bouch

Thomas

Ickesburg, Pennsylvania (Saville in
Valley): To be supplied.

Liberty

Iron Springs,
Lesher

Pennsylvania:

Rev.

James

Knifley, Kentucky: Rev. P. B. Friesen
Little Marsh, Pennsylvania:
Landis

Rev.

Samuel

Llewellyn, Pennsylvania: Rev. Charles
horn

Mel-

Massillon, Ohio: Rev. Glenn Ressler, 1128 Williams Avenue, N. E.
Mountain Chapel (Ray's Cove): Rev. Norris
Bouch, Altoona, Pennsylvania, R. D. No. 2,
Box 566
Mt. Holly Springs, Pennsylvania: Rev. Clifford
Lloyd, Grantham, Pennsylvania
Ringgold, Maryland: To be supplied
Salem, Oregon: Rev. Herbert Hoover (After
August 1st) Church 4522 Scott Road
Saxton, Pennsylvania: Rev. Glenn Hostetter,
816 Mifflin Street: Telephone 52958
Shanesville, Ohio: Rev. David Buckwalter
Sparta, Tennessee: Rev. John Schock, Sparta,
Tenn., R. D. No. 7. Telephone Sparta R E 82618, Church DeRossett
Three Springs, Pennsylvania (Center Grove
Chapel): Rev. Marion Walker
ITniontown, Ohio: Rev. Edward Haekman,
2396 E. T-irkeyfoot Lake Road, Akron 12,
Ohio; Telephone Akron—Oxford 9-3028
1
*The alphabetical arrangement indicates location or address. When a mission pastorate is better known by another name, t h a t
follows in parenthesis.
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A Layman's Observations
(Continued from page nine)
answer to the question "Does what
we are doing here glorify God?" The
spiritual response was deep and
authentic. Though there were differences of opinion and some issues
seemed difficult to solve, Conference
put Christ above men, and principle
above self. Good faith was extended
one to the other. Debate was interesting, sometimes intense, but always
in the spirit of love. There seemed
to be a willingness to agree to disagree, to contend without being contentious. The desire of Conference
appeared to be one of giving the
church some legislative elbowroom.
They were anxious to move forward
with the mission of the church. Solutions to problems were found in an
atmosphere of mutual respect. Christ
was glorifed and these moments will
be long remembered.
The General Conference gave great
impetus to the teaching ministry of
the church. By the direction of its
legislation, it implied that we will
make our efforts in- a positive manner, that the members of the church
will be taught to live by principle and
conviction. The church accepted its
responsibilities to saturate its youth
and all members with the Biblical
truths, confident they could adequately meet new situations by living according to the principles which they
have been taught.
The Conference returned to the
members of the local churches the
responsibility for the advancing
church program. This will not be an
easy undertaking. It will require
hard work and tenacity of purpose.
Success will depend upon the outreaching of an indwelling Christ. But
there is no doubt that the program
of the church can move ahead.
If these impressions of Conference
endure, we can rightly conclude that,
indeed, our future is bright. With
our trust and strength remaining in
Christ alone, as we lose ourselves in
the greater glory which is Christ's,
in the communion of His fellowship,
our course will remain true. Christ
will be honored.
Clarence Center, N. Y.

NEWS ITEMS

to a total of 696,525 persons in their seven
weeks in the Cow Palace, and saw a total
of 25,575 "decisions for Christ" (surpassing the longer New York City Crusade,).
Tnese "almost final" figures do not include the final effort: a mass rally slated
for Sunday, June 22, in the Seals Stadium
(now the home of the San Francisco
Giants).
Ministers & Money
At least two thirds of the Protestant
clergy are in debt. Many wives of Protestant ministers have to take outside jobs
to help support their families.
Many clergymen have no homes purchased, no savings available, when they finally retire.
These sobering conclusions highlight a
special study just released by the Department of Church and Economic Life of the
National Council of Churches.
Hungarian Bishop Expects Arrest
"Pray for me." These simple words summed up the attitude of a Lutheran Bishop
in Hungary who says he is "willing to igo to
jail."
Lutheran Bishop Lajos Ordass, forced to
resign as Presiding Bishop of the Hungarian Lutheran Church last February, told
Miss Irene Bishop of Perkasie, Penna., that
the only thing others could do for him was
to pray.
In a letter to Mennonite Headquarters
in Akron, Pa., Miss Bishop said that she
and a companion "were touched by his complete faith and trust in God when he sakA
he was expecting to be arrested any day
and is willing to go to jail, for since 1948
he has had complete peace with God."
Moody Graduates Plan
Missionary Service
With evangelism as their keynote, more
than 75 of the 272-member graduating class
of Moody Bible Institute left with definite
plans to enter foreign missionary service.
They join more than 4,000 who have gone
from the school to all parts of the world.
Wesleyan Methodists Vote Merger
The 115th annual meeting of the Board of
Administration of the Wesleyan Methodist
Church of America unanimously passed a
motion approving the merger of the Missionary Bands of the World with the Wesleyan Methodist Church of America. Besides churches in the United States, this
group brings with it a strong missionary
work in Jamaica, and another work in Indie
The Board also responded with a motion
of appreciation for the 3 to 1 vote of the
Pilgrim Holiness Church in favor of merger
with the Wesleyans.
Further action of the Board included the
approval of final plans for the $500,000 newInternational Headquarters and Publishing
House Building for which contracts will be
awarded soon.
A union of the Pilgrim Holiness Church
and the Wesleyan Methodist Church was
favorably voted upon, 321 to 100, at the
twenty-third quadrennial conference of the
Pilgrim Holiness Church in Winona Lake,
Indiana.
The matter of union with the Wesleyan
Methodist Church has been under advise-

Graham Crusade "Final" Statistics
"Almost final" statistics on the San Francisco Bay Cities Crusade show that Evangelist Billy Graham and his team ministered
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ment for several years, and the proposal of
merger between the two denominations was
recommended by a joint commission composed of official representatives from both
groups. A similar recommendation is to be
presented to the conference of the Wesleyan
Methodist Church which meets in June 1959.
Presbyterian Hospital Hit
The American Presbyterian Hospital of
Tripoli became the target of Lebanese
rebels today just after UN General Secretary Dag Hammerskjold left for New York
with "an attitude of optimism" about his
peace-making efforts in the crisis here. The
'staff of the hospital had been moved to
Beirut six weeks ago.
Pilgrim Holiness Group Votes New Plans
A plan for three general superintendents,
provision for junior church membership, and
the setting up of a ministerial study course
with central agency at the Indianapolis general headquarters were among the new
items of legislation voted by the delegates
of the twenty-third quadrennial conference
of the Pilgrim Holiness Church meeting in
the Billy Sunday Tabernacle at Winona
Lake, Indiana, this week.
New Martyr Biography Due in Fall
NEW YORK (Special)—Shadow of the
Almighty, a biography of missionary
martyr Jim Elliot written by his widow,
Elisabeth Elliot, will be published by Harper & Brothers in September. The book will
contain 16 pages of photographs.
Dr. T. E. McCully, executive secretary of
Christian Business Men's Committee International and father of Ed McCully, one of
the five missionaries slain by Auca Indians
in the jungles of Ecuador in January 1956,
read advance proofs of the new book and
commented as follows:
"This is indeed a captivating story. It is
a moving and inspiring account of a young
man who was exceptional, outstanding and
extraordinary. It seems to me that when
the Divine record is unfolded, Jim Elliot will
go down as one of the great and prominent
young men of this generation.
"His life is a tremendous challenge to
young people and to everyone. Interwoven
in this book is a love story that is unique
and amazing. It is as fascinating as some
of the great love stories of the Bible, such
as Isaac and his bride.
"As Jim said, the will of God is always a
bigger thing than we bargain for, and
though it is not always easy, he shows it
V> thrilling and satisfying. One will be
charmed and challenged by the quotes from
his writings."
Former Graham Organist Named
Vice-President of Word Records
Paul Mickelson, former organist in the
Billy Graham evangelistic team, has been
appointed vice-president and musical director for Word Records, Inc., Houston, Texas.
The announcement was made recently by
the president of Word Records, Jarrell McCracken, who declared, "Few men in the
Christian music field have attained the
stature, the ability or the recognition enjoyed by Paul Mickelson." He also said,
"We at Word feel that our-contribution to
our particular ministry will be greatly enhanced by this association."
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